
5

SentryPAINT TECHNOLOGIES INC.

237 Mill Street • Darby, Pennsylvania 19023
(610) 522-1900 • Fax (610) 522-9278

Manufacturers of Industrial Coatings since 1928

www.sentrypaint.com

June 13,2002

Ms Carlyn Winter Prisk (3HS11)
US Environmental Protection Agency - Region HI
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029

Ms Prisk:

Sentry Paint has prepared the enclosed material in response to your request of April 15,2002,
for information regarding the Lower Darby Creek Area Superfund site. We thank you for
extending the allowed response time.

Should you wish to discuss our response to your questions or any other aspect of the
operations at Sentry Paint, please contact R Craig Brosi or myself.

sincerely,

lenjamin S Bre'skman
President & CEO

cc: Joseph S Breskman, R Craig Brosi
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RESPONSE to QUESTIONS presented in ENCLOSURE "F*

1. Sentry Paint Technologies^ Inc
237 Mill Street
Darby, Pennsylvania 19023

-phone: 610-522-1900

1. a. Sentry Paint Technologies has been incorporated in Pennsylvania since October 17, 1949.

1. b. Sentry Paint (then named Sentry Paint and Chemical Company) was originally
incorporated on October 17,1949, in Pennsylvania.

1. c. Sentry does not have a parent corporation. Sentry has no subsidiaries. Sentry is involved
in a joint venture with Sheboygan Paint. The joint venture is:

Atomized Powder Coatings
4141 2nd Parkway
Terre Haute, Indiana 47804

phone: 812-466-1362

I
2. Sentry Paint manufactures conventional, high-solids, and waterbome coatings for

Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM). All products are designed/formulated
specifically for the customer and are manufactured make-to-order. The business operated
in substantially this same manner between 1958 and 1976.

Between 1958 and 1963, Sentry (then named Sentry Paint and Chemical Company) was
located at 15 East Alien Street in Philadelphia. Sentry moved to its current location in
Darby during the first 5 months of 1963. Between 1963 and 1976, Sentry was located at
its current address (237 Mill Street in Darby).

3. Between 1958 and 1976, Sentry was managed by Joseph S Breskman, who (along with
his wife, Dorothy) had founded the company in 1949. He has some personal knowledge
of operations, including waste disposal practices, during the referenced time period. Mr
Breskman, no longer directly involved in the day-to-day operations of the company,
maintains two residences:

phone:

phone:

George Little was emptied as Operations Manager from 1957 to 1987. We have no
record of either his past or current address.
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4. Joseph S Breskman has been the majority owner and operator of Sentry Paint
throughout the entire existence of the company.

4. a. Joseph S Breskman has operated Sentry Paint from 1949 to the present.

4. b. Sentry Paint manufactures OEM, high-solids, and waterborne coatings. All products are
designed/formulated specifically for the customer and are manufactured make-to-order.

4. c. No current employees have any knowledge regarding information or documents
relating to the handling/disposal of waste materials between 1958 and 1976. No such
documents are known to exist.

Sentry Paint experienced a severe flood on 16-Sep-99. This flood (see enclosure)
resulted from heavy rain associated with the passage over the northeast of the remnants of
Hurricane Floyd. Flood waters exceeded 5 feet in the offices, 12 feet in the
manufacturing plant, and 17 feet in the back parking lot. Any documents still in
existence during the summer of 1999 were presumably destroyed in this flood.

No current employees have any knowledge regarding the types of documents that were
generated/maintained by Sentry concerning the handling/disposal of waste materials
between 1958 and 1976. No such documents are known to exist. (Any documents still in
existence during the summer of 1999 were presumably destroyed in the flood of
16-Sep-99.)

No records are known to exist from the period between 1958 and 1976. However, we
know that paint manufactured during the referenced time period would have consisted
primarily of a mixture of solvent, vehicle (resin), and pigment. But, no actual records
exist to provide any data regarding the purchase, use, storage, or any other aspect of
handling for any specific material during the referenced time period.

7. Any waste generated between 1958 and 1976 would have consisted primarily of a
mixture of solvents, used for equipment cleaning. This waste material would have been a
liquid that was contaminated with small amounts of resin and pigment. This liquid would
have been handled in drums (55-gallon).

No records exist to provide any actual data regarding the disposal of any material during
the referenced time period.
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To the best of our knowledge, Sentry Paint did not have any business relationship with
any of the companies listed in question 8.

No records exist to provide any actual data regarding the disposal of any material during
the referenced time period.

To the best of our knowledge, no waste material from Sentry Paint was transported to, or
disposed of at, Clearview Landfill, Folcroft Landfill, or Folcroft Landfill Annex.

10. To the best of our knowledge, no waste material from Sentry Paint was transported to, or
disposed of at, Clearview Landfill, Folcroft Landfill, or Fotcroft Landfill Annex.

11. To the best of our knowledge, Sentry Paint never spilled or released any materials of any
kind at Clearview Landfill, Folcroft Landfill, or Folcroft Landfill Annex.

12. Between 1958 and 1976, Sentry was managed by Joseph S Breskman. He had overview
responsibility for disposal of waste materials. Mr Breskman, no longer directly involved
in the day-to-day operations of the company, maintains two residences:

phone:

phone:
004

George Little was employed as Operations Manager from 1957 to 1987. We have no
record of either his past or current address.

These are the same individuals identified in our answer to question 3.

13. To the best of our knowledge, Sentry Paint was never involved in any way with any
environmental assessments/investigations relating to Clearview Landfill, Folcroft
Landfill, or Folcroft Landfill Annex.

14. Sentry Paint has no knowledge of any other parties who may have information
relating to contamination at Clearview Landfill, Folcroft Landfill, or Folcroft Landfill
Annex.
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15. a. These questions have been answered by:

RCraigBrosi, Quality Manager phone: 610-522-1900
Sentry Paint Technologies, Inc
237 Mill Street
Darby, Pennsylvania 19023

Benjamin S Breskman, President & CEO phone: 610-522-1900
Sentry Paint Technologies, Inc
237 Mill Street
Darby, Pennsylvania 19023

15. b. Future correspondence should be directed to:

Benjamin S Breskman, President & CEO phone: 610-522-1900
Sentry Paint Technologies, Inc
237 Mill Street
Darby, Pennsylvania 19023

16: The documents solicited in this information request are no longer available. All relevant
records are presumed to have been destroyed. We surmise that most records were
destroyed in conformance with then-current document retention policies. And, any
documents still in existence during the summer of 1999 were presumably destroyed in the
flood of 16-Sep-99.

16. a. No current employees have any knowledge regarding the document retention policy that
would have applied to waste disposal information during the period between 1958 and
1976. Our present policy, designed to conform with 40 CFR, is to retain waste disposal
manifests and related records for a minimum of 3 years.

16. b. An unknown quantity of records were destroyed in the flood of 16-Sep-99. No other
information exists relating to the destruction of documents from the period 1958 to 1976.

16. c. No current employees have any direct knowledge of the information content of any
documents relating to the period between 1958 and 1976.

16. d. No current employees have any knowledge of the person(s) who would have produced,
retained, and/or destroyed documents relating to the period between 1958 and 1976.

R Craig Brosi
edited 13-Jun-02
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NEWS RELEASE
SRA PRFSFNTS PHOFNIX AWARD

Award Recognizes Firm's Resiliency in Aftermath of Hurricane Floyd

Philadelphia, PA - The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announced that Sentry Paint

Technologies, Inc., has been selected as the 2001 winner of SBA's Phoenix Award for Outstanding Small Business

Disaster Recovery. Benjamin Breskman, President and CEO, will accept the award on behalf of Sentry Paint at the

National Small Business Week award ceremony held in Washington, DC, the week of May 7.

On September 16, 1999, Sentry Paint Technologies, located in Darby, Pennsylvania, incurred the unfettered wrath

of Hurricane Floyd. This small business manufacturer of specialty paints and coatings was devastated, with over 17 feet of

raging floodwater, destroying its facilities. The hurricane's fury crippled the manufacturing operations, offices and

laboratory. As floodwaters receded, prospects for rebuilding were grim: losses mounted to over $2.7 million. The

hurricane had taken its toll.

Undaunted by the storm's vengeance, all 23 employees of this small business showed up the next day to begin

what seemed at the time to be an impossible task. Unselfishly, the employees endured long-hours and hard work, never

once questioning their ability to breathe life back into their small company. Months and months of intense labor followed

in the wake of the hurricane. With the aid of the company's other two plants in Indiana and Kentucky, and the help of his

brother's plant Z-Technologies located in Redford, Michigan, customers experienced the same high level of service and

quality.

Miraculously, the plant re-opened three weeks after the floodwaters ripped through the facility. Production

resumed as repairs were completed. Manufacturing paint is a four-phase process, which utilizes various areas of the

factory. By adopting a revolving work schedule, production downtime - normally a liability - became an asset.
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For Mr. Breskman, reliving the incident is very emotional. He is thankful to so many people, especially his

employees. "I am proud to be associated with these people. They have given me a new meaning for what hope and the

human spirit can accomplish. I will never underestimate the capability and power of a small group of people who are

committed to a cause," remarked Breskman. He continued to thank the many vendors, government agencies and

professionals for their enormous contributions and dedication. "Many of our suppliers, customers, local and Federal

agencies came to our aid. Their help was critical to our mission and success," he said.

Although Sentry Paint Technologies was insured, the losses were enormous and the insurance didn't go far

enough. Enter the U. S. Small Business Administration. With a loan program specifically designed to assist disaster

victims, SBA loaned Mr. Breskman and his company nearly $1 million to cover the shortfall. Mr. Breskman feels very

strongly that the SBA disaster loan allowed him to stay in business and rebuild. Currently, he is taking steps to assess risks

against future losses and will re-evaluate his insurance policies. "We are grateful to the SBA for coming to the disaster area

and assisting the victims. Everyone was so warm and sympathetic and encouraging," said Breskman.

SBA through its Phoenix Award recognizes a small business that recovers quickly and successfully from the

unpredictable and debilitating effects of a natural disaster. Winning the Phoenix award symbolizes the resiliency and

staying power of a small business in the aftermath of a disaster. "Benjamin Breskman's hard work, leadership and

dedication is testimony to his company's laudable achievements, and SBA is pleased to recognize this business with the

Phoenix Award," said SBA Area Director, William E. Leggiero, Jr.

The SBA makes physical disaster loans of up to $1.5 million to qualified businesses.
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